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FROM : INBR/OD - Thomas L. Suzhes
SURJRLT . _IEE nts on the USS Liberty Izcidenk, Jume 8

Accoxding to a radls report from the USS Liberty, two unldentified
deite-wing jet fishters a21bited the ship at 86557 on Juwme & 32 ao
estimated altitude of 5808 feet and at a distancs of two miles.

A sudsequant sitvep from the Liberty satobiishes the fellowing chromology
for the alr aad surface attacks: 1) st 12052, the ship wes attacked by
mmidentified jet fighters;. belisved to be Isrsell, which made eix strsi~
ing Tuns on tee ship: 2) at 12252 three tovpedo beats, oas ldentifled as
Izraelt (hull number 2056~17) spproached the ship from the starboerd
quaztey st high speed; 3) at 12272, the sttacking boats launched &
aorpeéa and atrafiag attack, &) one torpado struck the Liberty at
approgimagely 12282 5) at 1255Z Isrsgli helivopters orkited the ship at
a renge of 305 yards. At 5650Z, the Liberiy's position was 31 degress
27 uwinutes H, 34 degrees O mdautes E at 1205Z, the ship's position was
31 degreas 35 @iautasa, 33 degrees 29 minutes Ej These positons arg
respectively, 13 aad 23 nsautical oiles due north of g point an the HAR
coast approuimately miéway barween the townz of al-‘Avish and al-Sau'ts.
Al-Shu'es is located within the UAR adjacout te the Gaza strip (see
attached map).

%o traffic has sppaaved pertaining to Israeldl military comemni-
cations in this zone hefore and duvring the aly and sea attacks on June 3,
(Wa ara checking further.) Our first iatercept is logged at 1231Z,

reaumabiy three winutes sfter the torpede attack; this message is the
fxts. in o series of compmunicaticns believed to have been conducted
betveen Larseli ground raaar-twacrsl stations and helicopters. The
12312 message vefers to "a warship that we attacked,” ead divects the
helicopters to attemnt L0 FuScuz vessel crewmesmhers Yeportadly in the
water, At 1234Z, the ground comrrol statics regorted that the ship had
been identified gs TUpyptian. (¥e do not know the basis of thig
identificeation.} At 1256Z, tha helicopter plilots were ordersd to raport
the nstiomzlity of amy crewwerbers rescued. Ar 13022, sn lstaeifl ground
station, responding to an sngudited message, asked: “did it cleavly
signal an American fleg?” and vaquested & further check.

2-L% X RCI-2253

; U145

<)



In & gsepavate report from USDAD Tel Aviv, a rvzliable American source
was told by a senior Larael Alveraft Inductyies (IAL) offleisl that on
the morning of June 8 he heard IDF tramenmissiens at air-to-ground
frequencies, An aireraft xeported sighting o ship, wes ordersd te
iovestigate, snd reported basck that the ship had a US flay. The afrcraft
wsg ordered to rechédh mnd mede 2 second mmd sessibly 2 third pass,

cenfirndng at least for o second me~Ehat the flag was US.

~ The following conclusicns sppenr wsifapted by the foregofag infor-
matient 1) we catmot determine with cartaingy that the jets that
orbited the Liberty at 06502 on June 8§ were Israali. From the ghip's
location =2t that haur, howsver, it would appesr prebadlse that the aiy-
craft wvere Lsraeli rather than Lgyptianm, since Larael exercised effective
control of adiacent alyr spsce on June 8. 2} In the shsencs of time
refargnces, ve cagnnt esteblish from the USRAD weport whether the
messages audited by the IAL official pertain to ths 0650E overflight, m
wmreperted pra-attack everilight, the attack paried or the pest-attack
pericd., From the context of these mesaeges,. howevar, they do aot sppwar
to be the helicoplet-zyound contrel commwmications avallshle to us as
COMERT. 3) 1In siz estrafing vums, 1% appears zemarkabls that none of the
atzcraftc pllots identified the vassel as American (or at least non-DAR).
4) The terpedo boat attsek was mada spprozimately 20 minutes ofter the
air sttack. The surface sttachk counld have besn ealled off in thot time
nad propex airx fdentificatien bean made, 4) . Libarty crewzenbers vere
gble to = -  ddentify and vecord the hull aumber of one of the smell,
fast moving torpedo boats during the two wminutes that slapsed between
their attack run 2nd the lawmching of the fixst torpeds, but the Isrseli
boat commenderg apparsutly failed to identify the much larger and cors
eagily 4dentifisble Libarty (11,000 toms, 455 feet lemg, large idemtifi-
cation susbers on hull)., 6} The Liberty sustaioed the air attack at
12052 znd the surface sttack at 12252. According re COHINT {rtercepted
by & ¥S Air Force Station), Isramell gromé control statiens in contact
with the helicopters did not-zscertain the Liberty's fdeatity until
13022, some 38 minutes asfter the initisl encounter. This time iapsa,
taken in conjunction with the numarovus intervening messages ladicsting
doubt on the part ofgyound eontrol officers as tn the nstionality of the
ship, peints to an extraordinary loek of eomcern en the part of the
attackers 28 to whether the target was hostile. Imdeed, the intercepted
sir-grouad dlalegue gecuring between 12312 and 13027 suggests that
Isvacli gound controliers msy have bezun te be. epprehensive about the
possibiligysdf a mistake. The rocebpt of wnaudited vessages either from
the attacking sircraft or torpedd boats could have raised thiz questien
amping Isracli grouné contrellers ané lad {o the rather extensive dialogue
that we have {atercepted comcerning the fdestificatien of “reseved crew-
mechers”™. For example, in oae instomce 2 ground coutrol station orders
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at 13973:

"If they spesk Arabic zud sre Egyptieuns, take them to al-Arish.

If they spesh English and ars not Zgyptiens, take them to Lydda [mear

Tel Avivl}].®
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